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When WyoFile incorporated a decade ago, few involved could say where exactly it was headed. One 
thing WyoFile’s founders and early supporters were certain of, though: Wyoming deserved, and 
desperately needed, ready access to in-depth, independent, investigative journalism about the people, 
places, politics and policies that make our state tick. They knew that strong democracies, healthy 
communities, and the rigorous competition of ideas that underpin American success all depend on 
unrestricted access to verifiable information about the events and institutions that affect our civic life. So 
they created WyoFile to uncover and deliver that information — motivated not by profit, political 
philosophy or personal agenda, but instead by an unwavering belief that facts matter and a clear-eyed 
awareness that hidden motives can often distort the truth. 

Ten years on, we’re proud to announce that 2018 saw unprecedented advancement of that mission. 
WyoFile reached more readers than ever — both online and on the pages of the region’s newspapers 
— with an award winning body of reporting. At the same time WyoFile’s membership grew by 40 
percent, broadening and diversifying the organization’s base of support. We rolled out a more robust 
and accessible publishing platform in 2018, modernized our membership model, expanded our 
partnerships within the news media community and added new voices and perspectives to the staff and 
board.

But the efficacy of an endeavor such as ours can’t be measured in the numbers alone. At the end of the 
day it’s all about the stories and their real world impact. By that measure, too, 2018 brought remarkable 
milestones, one of which exemplified the arc of WyoFile’s maturation particularly well. 

Rone Tempest launched WyoFile in 2008 with an investigation of the then-little-known North American 
Power Group, its long-promised but never delivered Two Elk coal-fired power plant and an associated 
multi-million dollar federal stimulus grant to study underground carbon storage. Tempest’s reporting 
revealed a twisting tale of greed, fraud and government ineptitude that played out on the pages of 
WyoFile over the next 10 years and led to the confession and conviction of NPG President Michael J. 
Ruffatto. In 2018 — following dozens of stories, scores of records requests, thousands of miles of travel, 
countless hours of research, nearly a dozen criminal court hearings, and one self-funded lawsuit for 
access to public information — Ruffatto was finally sentenced, fined and imprisoned for stealing millions 
and defrauding the people of Wyoming. The Two Elk saga concluded. The power of fact marched on. 
  
WyoFile is a community endeavor, a fact to which we owe every accomplishment. Without the faith, 
participation and generous financial support of the community, WyoFile could not exist. Thank you for 
being a member of that community, and congratulations on making 2018 such a notable success. 

Matthew Copeland, 
chief executive and editor

Loring Woodman,
 chair
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“...strong democracies, healthy communities and the rigorous 
competition of ideas that underpin American success all depend 

on unrestricted access to verifiable information...” 

From our leadership



“WyoFile is the 
first thing I read 
and count on to 

keep myself 
informed.”

 
-Sherri Lovercheck, 

Lagrange WY

 increase in daily
 website users from 

2017

37% 33% 578
 increase in daily

 unique page views
from 2017

 the number of times
WyoFile was republished. 

This is double 2017 
and nearly three-fold

republication from 2016.

37 out of 42
Wyoming newspapers republished WyoFile stories in 2018. 
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Growth in 2018



WyoFile Income by Source
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“I appreciate that 
WyoFile presents 
the news as news 
and the opinions 
as opinions, it is 

quite refreshing in 
our day and age.”

 
-Stephen Dechert, 

Pavillion WY

“If Hunter Thompson, Ambrose Bierce and Mark 
Twain were alive today, they would be writing 

for WyoFile.”
 

-Rod Miller, Laramie WY
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WyoFile Expenditures by Category 2018

Admin
19.6%

Editorial
64.1%

Development
16.3%



Institutional supporters
Amazon Smile Foundation

Benevity
Blue Foundation LLC

California Community Foundation
Community Foundation of Jackson Hole

FJC
George B. Storer Foundation
Knobloch Family Foundation

MacArthur Foundation

Newsmatch
Panoram Foundation

Solutions Journalism Network
STS Foundation

Teton County League of Women Voters
The Baltoro Trust

Wyoming Arts Council
Wyoming Community Foundation

Wyoming Cultural Trust Fund

What 
people
are 
saying
about 
us. 

"Thank you for the great work 
that you do in these trying political

 times for our great state of Wyoming 
and country."

 
-Margi Schroth, Saddlestring WY 
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TOP OF THE 
ROCKIES

EXCELLENCE IN 
JOURNALISM 

AWARDS

1st place
Politics: Enterprise Reporting 
Who killed criminal justice reform?

“The story is an ambitious 
overview of an ill-fated 

prison-reform proposal, with 
ample amounts of historical 

background, political intrigue, 
dollar signs and statistics to put 
the topic in the proper context. 
Well-written and well-sourced, 

too.”

3rd place
Politics: General Reporting

Unduly cruel: Gender language 
debate turns ugly

1st place 
Investigative/Enterprise 

Reporting
Immigrants in Wyo.

“Outstanding reporting that 
combines human drama with 

numbers and hard facts.”

1st place
Politics: General Reporting

Budd-Falen: Provocateur or protector?
“The story is well-researched and 
illustrates why the appointment is 

of particular concern to the 
Western United States.”

2nd place
Ag and Environment: Enterprise
Ranch owner builds in Path of the 

Pronghorn

1st place
Business: Enterprise Reporting

The stakes and stakeholders of Jonahs 
$17 billion NPL play

“Exhaustive, important story 
breaking through corporate shells 
to show who would benefit from a 
drilling plan in a sensitive area, 

and what the public policy 
implications of approving the plan 
would be. Good insider knowledge 

and sourcing on display 
throughout.”

1st place
Sports: Columns

Peaks to Plains
“Passed the true test of a 
column: Does the reader 

learn something 
memorable? The answer is 
a definite yes. Well-done.”

Andrew
Graham

Angus M. 
Thuermer Jr.

Kelsey
Dayton
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Awards

Thank you for 
your 

continuing 
excellent, 
unbiased 
reporting. 

Your voice is 
truly 

needed

-Roger Shanor, 
Thermopolis WY



Gene Ruckman,
treasurer

Charlotte Belton, 
director

Loring Woodman,
 chair

Karen Hertel,
vice chair

Nadia White,
secretary

David Evans, 
director

Geo�rey O’gara, 
director

Contact us
PO Box 1099 
Lander WY 82520

Office phone: 307.335.5525

editor@wyofile.com

matthew@wyofile.com

andrew@wyofile.com

guy@wyofile.com

angus@wyofile.com

For events inquiries: 
elyse@wyofile.com
732.239.9310
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Board 

Matthew Copeland,
chief executive 

and editor

Angus Thuermer Jr., 
reporter

Andrew Graham,
reporter

Guy Padgett,
operations 
manager

Elyse Guarino,
engagement 

manager

Dan Neal,
legislative session 

editor

Staff
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Underwriting

• Associate your enterprise with nonpartisan, in-depth, public interest 
journalism. WyoFile readers value a strong, healthy Wyoming and your 
community does too. 

 • Reach established, highly educated community leaders 
invested in the future of Wyoming. WyoFile readers
 span the state and its occupations — from ranchers 
and roughnecks to politicians and petroleum 
engineers.

 • Your underwriting support will help 
build a more informed, effective 
and civically engaged Wyo-
ming. Thank you 

for your continued 
support of 

WyoFile and 
keeping Wyoming

informed. 
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