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August 2, 2021 
 
Andrew Johnson 
Supervisor 
Big Horn National forest 
Sheridan, WY 
 
RE: Invasive and Other Select Plant Management Project 
 
Dear Supervisor Johnson: 
 
The Wyoming Stock Growers Association (WSGA) appreciates this opportunity to comment on 
the above project.  We commend the forest for recognizing the need for comprehensive and 
timely action to control invasive species as well as the role of sage brush management in 
meeting  forest health objectives. 
 

 The discovery of Ventenata and Medusahead in Sheridan County has presented a major 
challenge to area ranchers both on their private lands and on public lands.  The importance of a  
comprehensive approach to addressing these species led by the local Weed and Pest Districts 
cannot be overemphasized.  Success will require the use of all available tools. 
 

Management of mountain big sagebrush is essential in meeting desired resource conditions and 
maximizing available forage for both livestock and wildlife.  WSGA urges that you employ all 
available resources to assure the treatment of not less than 5,100 acres annually. 
 

The use of aerial application of herbicides is a necessary tool in reaching these objectives on the 
rugged terrain found on the BHNF.  As you have demonstrated in Table 2.5, the Forest cannot 
come anywhere near meeting the annual objective for acres treated without the employment 
of aerial control methods. 
 

Properly managed livestock grazing can also be an important component of integrated weed 
management. The value of this tool will be enhanced if forest managers are given the authority 
to work with grazing permittees  to provide the flexibility that can maximize this opportunity. 
 

Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Jim Magagna 
Executive Vice President 


